
This is Thais 
Mandiola… 
and she 
starts her 
shift in the 
Casino by 
eating 4 
metric tons 
of avocados…

Yes, it is all the energy I 
need to take on an 
average of 100 
visitors weekly!

This includes all public 
visits on Saturdays and 
Sundays from San Pedro de 
Atacama (free visits!)

Her job is to 
coordinate and 

receive all visitors 
to the Observatory

No sir… we 
are not 

looking for 
Ufo's

No, no, no 
ma'am… we are 

not a secret base 
of the 

Illuminati

…nor are we 
hiding a secret 

cryogenic capsule 
with Elvis's 

body…



The Visit Coordinators always have the 
invaluable help of their colleagues

To coordinate visits, you 
need nerves of steel and 
mega logistical expertise

It isn't always easy being the face of ALMA… but at 
the end of the day, it is always worth it

Visit coordinators 
have a lot of desk 
work

They are responsible for 
coordinating press visits from 
around the planet and for 
resolving problems as they arise

What? You 
want to cancel 

the visit? No? You 
don't want to cancel 

the visit? Are you coming 
or not? Do you have your 

altitude certificate? 
Will you be traveling 

by car, on foot or 
by Uber-llama?

Sometimes they 
are the face of 

ALMA when 
visited by inter-

cosmic 
personalities

This one isn't 
by "Los 

Quincheros"?

Uyy… my 
dream is to 

meet an actual 
astronomer in the 

flesh and 
blood

Hello, 
is there 

anybody in 
there…?


